Sternal Wound Salvage in Post-Transplant Adolescents: Omental Flap Reconstruction in Patients With Prior Abdominal Surgery.
Sternal wound infections remain a significant cause of morbidity and mortality in patients undergoing complex cardiothoracic surgery. Heart and lung transplant patients presumably face additional risk secondary to their underlying morbidity, postoperative immunosuppression, and difficulty with primary wound closure over large graft size. These patients present a unique challenge to the reconstructive surgeon, as many have a significant past surgical history, which can limit or alter treatment options. This study reports 2 pediatric transplant patients who underwent use of omental flap for sternal wound reconstruction in the context of significant past abdominal surgery. One patient underwent prior heart transplantation and the other patient underwent previous bilateral lung transplantation. Both had significant abdominal surgery prior to transplantation and suffered from sternal wound complications post-transplantation. Each patient was successfully treated with omental flap reconstruction.